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And Particularly, | 

That one, the Untimely Death of 
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D At Charls-town, New-England; under 
a freſh Experience of thatCalamity, | 
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My very Worthy Friend, 
Mr o S. S. 


Ever Honoured Sir, 


: : HE Enſuing Sermon , deli- 
',  wered in « Newhbour-Conpre- 
f Lo  gation,under Affutting impreſ- 


- -) . ſons from the ſudden Death of az dnly 
| | *Child, with a beſtowal of ſome Cor- 
|, reffion and Enlargement ſince upon it ; 
| >[ know 30 fitter Perſon than Tour ſelf, 
' #0 Preſent unto ; Yourſelf, I ſay, Who 
.- have had ſeveral Infants carried hence 
* wnto the Father of Spirits, i the Cha- 
Ss riot of the ſame Diſtemper that fetched 
|, mine away. Books or Thoughts oz 
't ſuch « Subject as that which is handled 
8 here, have been often oftered by me unta 
0 >, 0% othexs, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
others, that were Mourners ; aud being 
made 4 Mourner my ſelf, I thonght- it 
- & fit occafion for me, to Write as well 
as Think more particularly, the things 
that may be ſerviteable to the ſorrowful. 
Nor have I many Friends in this Evil 
World, whoſe Edification 1 can purſue 
with more Alacrity and Activity, by 
ſuch pains as theſe, than Tours. I have 
often felt the Power, and almoſt a: of- 
ten the Sweetneſs of that perſwaſion, 
My God will never hurt me. Upto 


Your ſelf, that I may-recommentd the en- 


- Fertainment of that Comfort and Cafazal, 
. tunaer the Death of ſo many dear Children 
as you have been calld unto the Reftunati- 
on of, is the ena of \ my putting theſe Me- 
dit ations into your Hands. I cannot with- 
our ſome Afeition read Gregory Nazi- 
anzen, 7 his Funeral Oration on the 
Death. of his Brother, giving tis ac- 
count of his Azed and then Living Pa- 
rents, My Father and Mother, ( /ays 
he ) who are both Lovers of their 
Children, but more Lovers of their 
Saviour, after they had 1n ſpite of all 
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The Epiſtle Ded icatory. 
the Moths, and all the Thieves, and 
all the Devils too in this World, laid 


up ina better World, a Rich Inheri- 


tance for their Children, they have 
now ſent one of their Sons before, to 
take Poſſeſſion of it. . 1f your Mode#y 
and Humility will not permit me to re- 
cite this as a Charecter of, ls me how- 
ever propound it as an Exmaployment for 


' Tour felf, and your Virtuons Conſort. 


Ton cannot uſe too much care to ſecute 
unto your Children az Inheritance 
among the Saints in Light; azd for 


; thoſe which are departed, you may be joy- 
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fully aſſured, That they are made parta- 
kers of that Inheritance. What fur- 
ther poſſeſſion of this Waite Wild Ame- 
Tia, the Lord Jeſus may take yet before 


'- the Time of the Reſtitution of all 


things, we cannot politively lay ; only 


AY we may probably hope, that he has a 


%"\- 
4 
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Gloriows Intereſt ſhortly to be ereited 
ana maintained in theſe utmoſt parts 
of the Earth. But this I am ſure of, 


\ There are ſome rich plots of Ground in 
' this Continent, which in the Approach-. 
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A . with which the Lord- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ing Day of God will yield no ſmall 
Sheaves of pure Grain anto the Al- 
mighty Raiſer of the Dead. This laſt 
Age has produced in theſe Weſtern 1n- 
dies, thoſe Dormitories, which are fill'd 

with precious Dult, united unto the Sox of 
God. Part of that Honourable Duſt hath 
proceeded from your happy Loins ;, Tour 
. deceaſed Children are bs of the Turf, 


of, as it were, | 
takes Livery azd Seilin of this New | 
| World for himſelf. Sir, Be encouraged 
70-90 on, abounding in the Work of 
the Lord; end go on, to believe it your 
Felicity, That you ſhall go to your 
glorifid Infants, and they ſhall not 
Return unto you. | 


With theſe Teſtimonies of Reſp&, 
I am, 
Sir, 
Your Aﬀectionate Friend 
| and Servant, 
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Sad Hours, 


Gen, XLII. 36. 
Me have ye bereaved of my CHILDREN; 


Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not— 
all theſe rhings are AGAINST me. 


H E common, but cauſeleſs -j= 
ſeaks of Pious Men, wnder and 
about Afﬀfiftions, is repreſented 
; in theſe Words; ' of which words 
E the venerable Chryſo hom in his Ancient 


| Commentary on them, ſpeaks truly, They 


f are fit words. to expreſs the Relentins Bowels of 


| a Parent; and yet we may withourt4il. man- 
* ners venture to add, The words do not alto- 
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3 Right Thoughts in Sad Hours. 
| gether ſo well become the Grace, the Faith, the 
| | Patience of | a Chriſttan,.. 0 © 
In this Book of the. Worlds. Beginning, 
which contains an admirable Narrative of 
Tranſaftions for aboye Fhree and twenty 
| Hundred Years from: the firſt Dawn of 
| Time; the Revolutions which went over 
| | the Patriarch Facob, are not the leaſt ſpo- 
| | ken of by Moſes, the Inſpired Hiſtorian ; 

and there are eſpecially Three. Travels of 

that renowned Man, which. the #iftory of 
his Life and Death 1s Elegantly woven Into : - 

The laſt of thoſe Journies was of near 

Two hundred Miles, namely from Canaan 

unto Goſhez,, occaſioned by his Son Joſeph's 

Advancement to be Vice-Roy of Eg-pt, and 

the Relief which that Honourable 7'3ce- 
: Roy had provided againſt the fore Famine +: 
| then raging in the Countries round about. 

Fo This Chapter entertains us with a very 
; affecting ſtory of ſome accidents prepara- 
tory thereunto; a ſtory, How the _Ten 

Brethren of Joſeph, by whoſe Villany he 

had been Spirited away into Epypt, made. + 

their Humble Addreſs unto him for Corn, | 

while his Grandure and his Policy conceal- -. ' 

ed him from their. knowledge : How by a 

contrivance he made one of them. Simeon by 

name, a Priſoner; in the mean time ob- © 
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Right Thoughts in Sad Hours. + 
liging the reſt to return with'another Bro- 
ther of his, by name Benjamin, who was by 
them left behind as the chief ſolace of 
their Aged Father, arid the only remain- 
ing Child of his deceaſed Morher. Old 
Jacob was made acquainted with the true 
ſtate of the”Caſe, and in this' Verſe we 
have his grievous Reſentment of-it. In 
this Querimonious Lamentation ' of - the 


good old Saint there are eſpecially Two +» 
A 


things intimated : 
 Firſi, Here ſeems to be a Suſpefting of 
his Childrens Wickedveſs ; his words are, 
Me have ye bereaved of my Children, Joſeph 
z5 '0t, SIMEON 7s not, and 
Jjamin away. Methinks the ſorrow of his 
oppreſled Heart ſeems thus to vent it 
ſelf, q. d. 

*© This is a ftkrange, and a very ſad 
** thing ; I cannot truſt you all together, 


_ ** but oxe or other of you, that you think 
*© I have a particular kindneſs for, muſt 


©« come ſhort home. I am now confirmed 


**.1n my doubts, that you were the Wild- 
. < beaſts, the unnatural Typgres who tore 
. © my Joſeph to pieces. I am not without” 
. © my Fears, that youarethe Faylors, Shall 


** Hay? or the Hangmen who have got my 
am jea- 
** Jous 
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4 Right Thoughts ia Sad Hoars. 
© Ious that you have ſome il] deſign upon 
« my beſt Darling Benjamin too. Never 
& had any man ſuch miſhaps in his Chil- 
<< dren, as your miſerable Father has. 
Next, Here ſeems to be a Bewailing of 
his Makers providence: His words are, All 
theſe things are againſt me. Some render 
them, Al theſe things are UPON wv, q. d. 
*© As for you, you make light of theſe mat- 
©* ters, aSif they were no concernment of 
© yours: For my part, I feel them, they 
© £0 very near to we. But our Tranſla- 
tion of it, ſeems more worthy of Appro- 
bation and Acceptationz All theſe things 
are AGAINST me: And then this Para- 
phraſe will carry the ſence of it, q. d. 
<« The things which have been my: 7rou- | 
< ble, will be my Ruine; they area ſort | 
© of things which I cannot conceive any ' 
© advantage to my ſelf conſulred in, or 
** accruing by. When I look upon the 
<< dealings of the Lord, I cannot but be 
© full of awful Apprehenſions that I am 
© atterly baniſhed from the merctes of the 
« Lord; theſe things render me an wn- | 
*© done Man, [a 
Now, remember that the happy event |: 
proved him egregiouily miſtaxtr here 3 Fo- || a. 
ſeph 75 not, {aid he; yet, he'was, and his | 
| Father i 
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Right Thoughts in Sad Hours, & 
Father had no cauſe to be ſorry that he 
was what he was: Simeon 3s not, ſaid he; 
yet he was, and his Father might have been ' 
ſtarved, if he had not been where be was. 
Thoſe things which he ſo fondly counted 
againſt him, were the very things that nor. 
only try'd his Grace, but alſo fav'd his 
Life, Let us admit the deplored Child 
himſelf, to correct the ſad miftake ; he 
{aid afterwards in Ger. 50. 20. God meant 
it unto Good, 
The Truth which from this 246/take we 
| may raiſe for a Dofrine to be now inſiſted 
on, is therefore this : 


EEE DodQrine. 
f The P eople of God are apt VEry frequent= | 


ly, but not a little wrozg fully to con- 
clude, that the Aﬀfiictive Diſpena- 
tions of the moſt High towards them, 

are very highly to their Prejudice, or 
but 4 little to their Benefit. 


j 


y 
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|} _ The Propoſitions that may ſerve to ſtate 
this Truth diſtin&ly in your Thoughts, 
! are ſuch as theſe, x 


Prop 
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6 Right Thoughts in Sad Hohrs, 


Propoſitton I. 


The People of .God are ſure to be exerciſed 
with Aftuttive Diſpenſations of - the moſt 
High towards them in the World, 


There is: in every Generation a Rem- 
nant, a Little little Flock of Men, who are 
effeCtually called from the Yanires which 
the biggeſt part of periſhing Mankind is 
wofully drowned in, unto the: ſervice of 
the Living God ; who have choſen God as | 
their Beſt good, and their Laſt end; choſen {/ 
Chriſt as their Lord Redeemer, and reſol- 
ved to be for him and not for another. Theſe 
renewed Children of Adam are the My- 
ſtical Children of 1ſrael; they may with 
an Eye to a Spiritual relation, point at Fa- 

| cob, and ſay, A Syrian ready to periſh was 
my Father. Now theſe mult even in a pe- 
culiar manner expect to be like their Fa- 
ther Facob, who in the cloſe of his days _ 
was forced to ſay, Ger. 47. 9. Evil have © 
been the days of the years of my Life. In ®. 
every Azeand in every Place, we may ſee |} | 
the moſt High God affiifting of a Facob in [4 
his Relations ;, of them, ſome are Churliſh, |} , 
others are Profane, and others are Taken | 
away. 3 


# Right Thoughts in Sad Hours. " 
[ away. We may behold the Lord \flit- 
43 ing of an Hemarn in his Mind; th Man 
Z complains, Lord, Why oft thou caſt off my - 
®. Soul? While I ſuffer thy Terrors, I am ai- 
| frafted. We may behold the Lord Afﬀict- 
& ing of a Timothy in his Body, he feels a weak 
s, Stomach, with often Infir mts. We may 
* behold the Lord Afﬀflifting of a LZazarm in 
= his Eſtate, he 1s reduced unto Beg very at: 
2 the Doors of a wicke( Belly-God. We 
= may behold the Lord AfﬀiCting .of an 
® Elyjah in his Efteem, he is Libelled as a , 
© Seditions Boxtefeau, always Troubling of 
| his Country. In a word, we may ordt- 
- narily behold a David,' a Fob, - a Paul, Af- 
' lifted in all, or. moſt of theſe regards, '- 
The Chriſtian that.-promiſes himſelf . an 
_ - Immunity from AfﬀiCtions in this Evil 
| © World, is indeed a Chriiian only in the 
- + Jralian, wicked, icoffing uſage of the Word; 
Ss - that is, 2 Fool... It 1s/one of the Names 
- _ put upon the People of God, in 7/a. 54. 
' 11+ O thou Aﬀitted, . Nor can any parti- 
'S +, cular Believer eſcape this common Lot : No, 
= every one that isof 1ſracl, muſt look to 
= day with J1ſrael, in Pſal. 129.1. Many'a 
ee | time bave they Aﬀited me from my Youth. 
in F Indeed the People of God will at laſt ar- 
ny if rive unto a Qwiet Haven, 


— Sedes 


$ | Right Thoughts tn Sad Hours. 


S edes ubi Fata quictas 
Oſtendunt 


COr in a better Diale&] Where all Tears 
ſhall be wiped from their Eyes : But where ? 
But when? Truly, this Blif-land is not 
on this ſide the Water ; it is a Land afar 
of, and we ſhall not ſee it, until we put 
a-ſhore on the Land flowing with Milk and 
Honey, beyond the Stars: We muſt Sal 
throngh a turbid Ocean full of horrible 
Tempeſt , here, and, 
— Ot Fluttus Fluttum fic Luttus LulFum—- 
One Wave will follow upon another, the | 
_ laſt Waveſtill ſeeming the renth Wave, un- 
till we drop Archor within the vail of Hea- 7 
ven it ſelf. When the Ancient Martyr þ 
{pnatius was brought to have - his Fleſh 
torn from his Bones, and his Bones broken 
by the Teeth of Wild Beaſts, he uttered | 
ſuch a ſpeech as that, G now T beown to be |- 
a Chriſtian! Thus our Lord hath laid down 
this as the A B C of Chriſtianity, in & 
Alatth. 16. 24. If any man. will come after (! 
me, he muſt take up his Croſs, and follow me, | 
This is the firſt Leſſon for a Diſciple in + 
the School of the Lord Jeſus, Look, for 7 
Afiitions here! The Glorious God "_ jc 
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Right Thoughts in Sad Hours. 9 
lay over our Shoulders that ragged piece 
' of Wood, a Croſ;, when once we are 
2 aſſociated with his people, who all Tra- 
” vel through the Valley of Baca, that is, 
of Weeping, unto their Everlalting Hap- 
 Pineſs. This was the condition of our 
*Z 1Nuſtrious Fore-runner ; he ran thro a way 
&Z all ſtrow'd with Briars and Thorns, as It 
® is ſaid in Zuk. 24-46. He muſt ſuffer, and 
= enter into his glory ; and all his followers are 
= to drink of his Cp: We cannot eſcape 
® treading in the Bloody 1racks which -he 
& hath left behind him ; we have received 
/ this warning from our Lord himſelf, in - 
Foh. 16. 33+ 1n the World you ſball have Tri. 
bulation: We have received. this Witneſs 
from his Apoſtles alſo, in A#. 14. 22. 
Through much Tribulation we muſt enter, 4nto 
the Kingdom of God; and the experience 
of above Five thouſand Years, hath now 
ſet a Seal to that Obfervation, in P/al.31. 
19. Many gre the Troubles of the Righteous. 


Queſtion. 


But from whoſe Hands do the iftions 0 | 
the Lords people come ? F ES ſ 


J - This is. that which we have ſaid, They 
* arcthe Diſpenſations of the moſt High. Indeed 
EL . there 


To Right Thoughts im Sad Hours. 
there may often be-the Hand of Joab in our 
Afﬀictions, there may | be the Malice of 
Satan and his Inſtruments. Thoſe fierce 
Natives of this dark Climate will be often 
as Thorns in the ſides of the Pilgrims, that 
are Travelling to'a better Country. 

But ſtill theſe- Rods are all in the Hand 
of God :. We are told in Amos 3.7. there 
is no ſuch Evil in the City, : and the Lord 
hath not done it. O' that every. Man would 
always remember this, the Griefs of thy 
Heart are al] ordered by that God by 
whom the Hairs of thy Head are all num- 
bred. Not ſo'much ' as' the. Tongue of a 
Dog will ever ſtir againſt thee, - - unleſs ma-. 
naged by 'the - Hurd - of- the Lord. The: 
King 'of Afſyria himſelf, by whom a vaſt 
part of mankind may be Aﬀrictexl, 'is but a 
ftaff-of Irilignarion in that. all Mipoſing) 
A. | 


Praaliics I. S 


The people of God are apt wery frequently to 
conclude, that the Aﬀiroe Diſpenſations 
of the moſt High towards them, * are very 
_ bighly to thetr prejudice. 


From the embittered Heart of a Facob 
in his exerciſes, there- is often ſob'd that 
| melancholy 


S}- Right T hong hts in Sad Hours, 1t 
| melancholy Groan , All theſe things are 
'® aoainſt me, Alas ! under AfﬀiiCtion we can 

3 uſually ſpeak no other Language but thar 

® in Lam. 3. 1. 1 have ſeen Afton by the 

© Rod of Gods wrath; we ſee nothing but 


bY Fy4 
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* Wrath and Curſe, and fiery Vengeance diſs 


Queltion. 
Whence do's this come to paſs ? 


2; One reaſon of this iſpriſvon is; The 
2 beſt people of God are not without bad 
* .remalnders of Fleſh: Now every Afidion 
” will grate hard upon That ; the galled Fleſh: 

.» of Afﬀicted Men , cannot forbear that 
| ſhreek, 1 amhurt. This Fleſh of ours will 
- cloud our underſtandings, and beget in us 

. very falſ? Conceptions of our ſharp Afiitions. 

* The methods wherein the great God pur- 

. ſues our good, are very Certain, and very 

. Glorious; but they are alſo very Obſcure. 

to _. Silly ſhallow Creatures, who dwell in Houſes 
ns \ of Clay, cannot fathom vhe Myſterious 
ry +> Proceedings of the God whoſe Way ts inthe 
 Deep,and whoſe Fudaments arc a great Deep ; 

+ and when we go to Contemplate theſe 

cob | deep things, then our Fleſh offers unto us 
nat very injurious Glaſſes to view them in ; 
ply * B I1ſten 
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12 Right Toonghts in Sad Hours. 
liſten to this misjudging Fleſh, and it will 
tell us, If thou doſt not live ſurrounded with 
the Pleaſures, and Riches, and Honours of this 
World, and leave a good Portion of them unto 
Children of thy onn; when thy 1tme ſhall come 
0 Dye, thou art a Miſerable Man, The 
moan of Facob in our Text is by ſome 
Engliſhed ſo, All theſe things are Above me: 
4 ruly, 'tis above the Reach, above the ken 
of our Fleſh to imagine, That what i 11 DAIr's 
our VWorldly oreatneſs and glory, us no real 
Detriment unto us ; our Scnfe,our carnal per- 
verſe dim- lighted Senſe , will not ealily 
make /cace of that Riddle, in Fudo.14.14. 
Out of the Eater came forth eat. 


Another reaſon of this Error is; The 
people of God have been guilty of much 
Sin againſt God. In the dark doleful days 
ot their Unregeneracy, how many, how 
mighty, were our doings againſt the Lord! 
Yea, and lince the Lord made us kow wiſ- 
dom in the hidden Man; how crooked, how 
faulty have ogr Ways before him been ! 
The Pialmiſt Tomplained 1n 7 ſal. 49. 5. 
Ia the days of Eyil, the iniquity of my he oy 
doth compaſs ne about : Our Hcils former 
have ſtep'd awry into dirty /iquiites, anc 7 
thoſe Tniquities we have been ready to lay 

al 
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Rioht Thoughts iz Sad Hours. 1 } 


at our eels by our Impenitent forgetful- 
neſs : But in our Af#:ons thole Inigiities 
Tiling as it were out of their Grave, haunt 
us, dog us, and ſtare us full in the Face : L:: 
our Hearts now condern 35, and. thereupon 
they likewiſe condemn God: We are prone 
to think that Gods d2jizzs cannot be good, 
becauſe we know hat our deſcrts are very 
bad. Sinful Man will not quickly believe 
that word of the Lord, My Thourhts are 
nor as your Thoughts : Hence our own firſt 
miſciving, and then mij; arms Hearts will 
in Affliction lay, Now 1 feel the wounds of 
an Enemy : It ts not poſſivle that I ſronls ſuffer 
theſe terrible things from one who' s the God 
of zny Salvation ; "the Lord proceeds to: Aft 
me thus | becauſe he intends to deſtroy me for 
ever. When once a th OKINS Man come 
to ſay, God is Angry, he will ſoon add, 4 


\ am mnaone, 


A Third reaſon (to lay no more) of it, 
; Ihe Deuilof Hell often falls upon the 


Ry ot God 1n their Aſtlictions - that 


en _——_ f 


, them thus at a diſaz duantage. 


{therein to make their Aifzults on theFaith 


jou! Fiend falls foul oa them, when he has 


The Powers 
of Darkneſs take the 7 Bo x} of Daraefs , 
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14 RightThoughts in Sad Hours. 


. of them that they would annoy. The 
Accuſer of Men to God, is alſo an Accuſer 
of God to Men; and when it is a Gloomy 
time without them, then will Satan ſug- 
veſt within them, 7erribilia de Deo, very 
trightful Viſtons of their Almighty Sa- 
viour; he will pour in upon them thoſe 
things which are call'd, in Eph. 6. 16. The 
fiery Darts of the Wicked one: He would 
have us entertain hard and Helliſh thoughts 
of that God , whoſe Mercy endureth for 
Ever: Hence he will be ſtill telling of us, 
God counts thee for his Enemy, and thy God 
hath forgotten thee, and the Mercy of the 
Lord 1s clean gone from thee for ever ;, thou 
.art before thy Maker as a Veſſel wherein he will 
have no pleaſure for evermore ;, he will undo | 
thee before be has done with thee. | 


Now, What is the Reſult of all this? 
Alas! the people of God now frequently 
have caule to give that mean, that ſhame- 
ful, that pitiful account of themſelves , 
in Pſal. 77. 2. 1n the day of my trouble, my. 
Soul refuſed to be comforted, 


Propo: 
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Propoſition UII. 


The people of God conclude not a little wrong- 
fully, when they think his Aﬀiittive Diſpen- 
ſations to be but a little for their benefit. 


When Facob would ſurmiſe, Al! theſe 
= things are againſt me, it might have been 
” - reply'd upon him, No, you are greatly de- 
> ceived, you and yours muſt have periſned, 
r W of theſe things had not happened. When the 
, + Afﬀicted people of God cry out, Undone ! 


d | Undone! they have cauſe to eat that word, 
7 - andrather to ſay, Periſſem miſs periiſſem, I 
ou | had been quite undone, if I had not been 
pull thus undone. Inſtead of concluding, Alt 
do theſe things are againſt me, we do much 


wrong, if we do not admit that Thought, 
ws in Rom. 8, 28. All things ſhall work. ropether 
is? for good. 


tly 

mw Queſtion. 

eS , | | 

YT How do's this Appear ? 


One piece of Tjuftice attending of that 
concluſion is; There is a wrong thereby 
done to the X inducſs of God, With ſuch 
D2 A 
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a clap of Thunder as this may the Lord 
reprove your hard opinion of him, Yo# 
think, worſe of me than 1 deſerve! Our ood 
God hath aſſured us, 11 Kev. 3.19. Whom 
I love, I rebuke and chaſtta;, why then: ſhall 
we contradict him with fach a vain imagi- 
nation as this, 1 az Rebukgd only that I may 
be-ruimed, 1 am Chaſtened oaly becauſe I am 
abborred by the Lord ? | 
Another Juſtice expreſſed in that con- 
cluſtion is ; There 1 is thereby a wroz7s done 
to the IWi/dom or God. They of Oid re- 
flected hard, when they faid, Car any good 
t1ng come Out of Nazareth ? Thas do they 
that ſay, Can any good thing come out of 
Ajtition 2 Well, and | pray, Why. not? 
'Whar ſhould hinder Good from caming 
our of that grievous thing ? Is it impoſlible 
unto that God, who is wiſe in Counſel, ard 
rwonderful in Vi orking ? Weare informed In 
1 Per. 1.6, It 1s only if zeed be. that we 
are brought into Heavineſs : The Lord 
would not let one Ajiutoz give thee any 
Trouble, if {ome Occ; did not call for 
It, if much A vantage "Lid not come by It. 
nc tore Evidence oi Unrcaſonableneſs 
in'this conciailon is, The people of God 
at the Period oi their Affietions, will them- 
ſelves confeſs, this concluſion to have 
DECN 


£11 
& ll 


| 4 be thankfully acknowledged by us in the 
1 Land of /ight, where every Labyrinth of 
| providence will be explained for every 


Cone oy. 


flitions, T had want of them all, I ha = 004 


| tarn a Million of Hallelujahs in another 
| and abetter World. | 
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been Unreaſonable, What our Lord ſaid 
unto the Inquilitive Percr, -- the ſame he 
ſays unto the Afifcd Chriſtian, Whar 7 
do, tho knoweſt not now, .but thou ſhalt know 
bereafter : Verily, when we do hereafrer 
know, how God has at once Afiitted ns and 
Amended us, then we ſhail fay, He hats 
done all things well, When we have got 
through the black Yalles, out on the other 
ſide, then we ſhall /ee what now we will 
hardly believe , then we fee that the 
Thoughts of God about us were Thoughts 
of Good and not of Ewil; then we ſee that 
the Aims of God were to do us Good in the 
latter end; then do our Triumphing Souls 
declare as in Pſal. 119.71. It 7s good for 
me, that I have been Afifted. Nothing is 
more common than to hear a Chriſtian 
after many Affiftions profeſſing, 7 conld not 
have been well without any one of all my Af- 


by them all; How mach more will the 
Loney and Benefit of all our Afﬀictions 


one of our Afictons in this, we ſhall re- 


B 4 The 
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' The Improvement of theſe things 
remains. 


U:& Es 


And now let theſe things incourage the 
people of the Salnts of the moſt High, unto 
a due-Fatthand Patience under the Afiittive 
Diſpenſations, which their Heavenly Fa- 
ther tries them with. Chriſtians, under 
all your Afiidons, labour to ſay ſtedfaſtly, 
to ſay joyfully, not, All theſe things are a- 
gainſt ne, but rather, Thanks be to God for 
his unſpeakable Gifts. The Language that 
beſt befits us under our Afﬀittions 1s that, 

\ the frequent uſing of which gave unto a |” 
famous Jewiſh Rabbi the name of Rabbi *- 

Gamzoth; namely, This Afﬀiition was for | 
my good ;, and This too, and This too. 

_ I am this day vilited my ſelf with the 
ſudden Death of a dear and only Child: Per. |. 
mit {me to endeavour your Edification, |. 
for you all have been and may be under ;! 
ſome Aﬀittion , and moſt of you under *'! . 
 ſacb Afﬀtition ;, let me do it by tendering * 
unto you ſuch Conſiderations as I would |! ; 
this day quiet my own tempeſtuous _ @ | 

lous 
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lious Heart withal. As our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf was Tempted for this cauſe 


in part, That he might know how to ſuccour 


the Tempted ;, thus the frail Men whom he 
employes, for ths, among other that are 
worſe cauſes, are Afﬀiied, even That they 
may more feelingly ſpeak a word in ſeaſon un- 
to others 1n Aﬀitetion too, 


E& There is Firſt a Gereral and then. a 
Special Caſe, which the following part of 
my Diſcourſe muſt apply it ſelf unto. 


The General Caſe. 


The more General Exhortation to bs. 
now Urged, 1s; 


Let us under no Affiittion whatſoever, be dif. 
compoſed with any Appreheaſion, as if it .., 


were utterly Avainſt Its. 


I am ſpeaking to many Children of Jacob 
that are Children of Afiifion ; ſome of us 


| are lamenting over - our broken Eſtates, 
| like Naozs, in Ruth 1. 21. ſaying, 1 was 


Full, but I am become Empty, Some of us 


.} are Lamenting over our blaſted Credirs, 


like David, in Pſal. 69. 20. ſaying, Re- 
proach 
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20 Ripht Thoug hi ts 7n Sod Honrs.. 
proach nath bro\en my Heart ;, and there are 
with usthole who are Weeping over their 
Dead Cailaren, like the diitreſle d Women 
of Bethleh:n, in Aatth. 2.18. WIeepins or 
th.ir Child-ea, and not willing to be com fortcd, 
becauſe they are nt; And many more ſuch 
Griefs are the mids of devout Perſons 
amone ns Wounded with, That which 
Facob lizh* d QVer Nis 70 ofeph and Simeon, iS DY 
maltitudes Mourned over their other *En- 
joyments alio. An Ezekc cl,aS in Exck.24. ak 
Sighs over the Deſire of his Eyes, She 1 
nor! A Widow of one of the Sons of 
the Prophets, as In 2 £727 4. 1. Sighs, 
Aly Husband is mot. An T1ſaac, as 1n Gen, 
24. 67. may Sigh over his Mother, She 15 
not. An Tſracdl, as In Gen. 35. 29. may 
Sigh over his Father, Heis not, Andif a 
Torah have had any Gord winch he has 
taken much contentment in, he too, as in 


For. 4.8. is made to-Sigh, Jt 35 nor, But 
that which puts a Stins into all theſe At- 


fictions, iz, that the Aﬀflicted ſay® Al theſe 
EMTs are againſt me. Now, Oo rhat there 
may be laid upon the-thus talking Sorrow 4 
charge of Silexce; Eternal Silence unto thee 
now, O thon inordinate Paſſion, before the 
Lord. Let this be as a Word upon the Wheels, 
running into the very Souls of them that 

are 


M4 
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1 


wu 


Right Thoughts in Sad Hours. 2% 
are of an heavy Heart. Be entreated, O 
Aflicted Chriitians, to ſay no more, "AY 
theſe things are cpcinſt ze No, be Com 
forted; beReircltzed with Sentiments that 
are quite contrary thereunto, In your 
molt cloudy hours, O ſtrive to fay with | 
him in P/#l. 94. 19. [a the multttnde of my 
Thoughts within me, O Lord, thy comforts 
delight my Soul, 


COMEFORE $. 


It .is the advice of the Wiſe Man, in 
Eccl. 7. 14. In the day of Adverſiry confider : 
Now there are theſe comfortable things, 
which it 1s fit for you to confiacy in this day 
of your Adverſity ;, let m adviſe you with 
icme Good and Comfortable Voras. 


| te. EF IRST, 


Thoſe very things watch your Ajfuttion lies ts 
the abſence of, might for o:ght you can ſay, 
be very much unto your orejudice, 


That very Toſeph, that very Simeon, 
4 that very Benjamin, Which you are Af. 
3 flited for the want of, might do you more 
 Hizt than Good, We | 


Even 
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22 Rinht Thoughts in Sad Hours. 
Even in outward Reſpetts, you canot de- 
termine what 1s beſt for you: It were as 
much Arrogance in you to dirett the Provi- 
dence of God, as It was Blaſphemy in the 
well-known Prince to Correct the Creation 
of God, when he ſaid, Had 1 been by at the 
Making of the World, TI could have ſhown how 
ſome things might kave been better done. Per- 
haps you are Afﬀicted, becauſe your Poſ- 
ſeſſions about you are diminiſhed ; but have 
you not read in Eccl.'5. 13. of Riches kept 
ro the hurt of the Owners : . Many a Mans 
Caſh has been his. Crzme ; his Houſe has coſt | 
him his Head, by his Land he has torfeited . 
his Life; the poor Heathen of old, curſins 7 
of his Enemy, wiſhed that he might be © 
a Rich man. Perhaps you are Afflicted be- /: 
canſe of a little Mad thrown upoa your *. 
Repntations;, but have you not read 1n : 
Prov. 27.14. How pernicioas a thing It |. 
is to have too mich Aprlayſe inthe World ? | 
To be too well ſpoken of, procores that 
Envy, betore which, Who can ſtand ? The 
Breath in the Trumpet of Fame not rarely 
carries a Plague, and a Bare to them 
whole Names it founds. It may be, your 
Affuction 1s the loſs of Children ; well, have 
you not read ſuch a Meſlage ſent to a godly 
Man, as that in 1 Sam, 2. 33. The Son: of 
thine, | 
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4, thine, whom I ſhall not cut off, ſhall be to corc- 
* ſume thine Eyes, and to grieve thine Heart. 
4 Tis poſlible, that if thy Child had liv'd, 
7 it might have made thee, the Father of a 
Z Fool, or (that I may ſpeak to the Sex thar 
Z is moſt unable to bear this Trial) the A0- 
ther of a Shame. It 18a very ordinary 
thing for one Living Child to occaſion more 
trouble than ſeven Dead ones. 
* However, in Spiritual Reoards, you may 
# be exceedingly harmed by the ſecular De- 
® lights which you delire; you may have 
& canſe to Rue what you Wiſh, becauſe it 
may prove an Jdol which will render your 
” Souls like the Barren Heath in the Wilder- 
- neſs before the Lord, We do very Child- 
. © iſhly often cry for a Knife that would cut 
| © the Fingers of our own Souls; we pant after * 
. © thoſe things which may be to our Souls as 
» |, bad as drink to the Thirſty craving Man 
r | Ina Dropſie, It was the very direful ca- 
> | lamity of theaucient Fſraelires, in Pſal.rog. 
y 
N 


15. The Lord gave them their Requeſts, bur 
ſent leanneſs mto their Soul. A Lean Soul, a 
. | Wretchcd Soul, a Soul pimns away in its tnt- 
of i 
e | quities, is oftentimes the effect of thoſe 
y fine things which we Dote upon. Ir is a 
of | blaſted banned Sowl that ſets up a Creature 
- | 1n the Room, the Throne of the great 
| | | | 

| God, 
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24 Right 1 hounhts inSad Hours. 
God, that gives unto a Creature thoſe 
Loves and thoſe Cares which are due unto 
the great God alone: Such Jdolarry the 
Sout 15 t00 Frequently by Proſperity ſeduc'd. 
unto. We are any; In Prov. 1. 32. The 
proſperity of Fools dejiroys them ; many » 
Fool 1s thus deſtroyd! O fearful caſe ! 
tull Table, and a lcan Sol! A big Title 
and a lean Soul! A numerous Poſteriry, 
and a Soul*e'n like the Kine in Pharaohs 
Dream! Madneſs is in our Hearts if we 
tremble nor al this, Sorl-calamitics are ſore 
Calamties. 


Conlider NEXT, 


Tins benefit which the Lord intend; Your by your (| 
AfUict:ons, 15 70; ly 4 Cry rear and olortous. y 


The ſweet Influences which vour Aw 4 
re like prefer. upon you, vio canenough Þ 
Sekriba ? It you lofe a Jofepn, or a Sime- | 
97, Or 2a Benjamin, benoid theſe are Spir!- * 
eztal B {ef ſmgs in Heavenly HM, with which a 
God vill abundantly make up your loſs. 
Taat very rule which the Lord has given 
0! N rtare 07 our Children, He 
Diſcipline or 5 own ; we h; 
venly Fathers executions | 
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of that Rule, even then when the Death 
of our Children is the Affliction under which 
we labour, Prov. 23. 14. Thou ſhalt beat 
thy Child with tie Rod, ond thalr deltrver his 
Soul from Fell. In this World you are like 
to be much the Wiſer and mach the Berter 
for your Afﬀfittions, and much the more 
Blefjed for them in the other World for 
evermore. What! And are thele things 
againſt you ? God forbid you ikould ima- 
eine fo. 
I. Thoſe thinss which you conclude to be 
| agatnſt you, are the things, by which rhe moſt 
x deſigns to promote your RN O W- 
IL EDGE. 
7 Iris affirmed in P/al. 94. 12. OM thoſe 
| | Whom God chaſtens, be alſo teaches out of lis 
Y Law, The Almighty is now bo putting of 
; you to School and[[Schola C7 cis effSchola Lu 
Fcis;Jyouare in a Sch90 adage the Lord will 
25 Wl have you to learn many notable and 
mn ſurprizing Leſſons: God will il bave Alien 
c- Fto be theClay andSprer/e thar ſhall open thoie 
t- FEyes which $5 bh Me, horrible 
ch | AC ataracs nave ſeized thoic F E355, Wi mich 
15. Ware by theſe nfteans removed ; the Phy- 
en Flician recites to you the names of fome 
He DItter Herbs , which the Ey e-1ght 1 IS Yea 
WC flieyed by. We arc indecd ail oi us a fort 
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of Creatures which can ſee beſt in the 
Dark.; it vasthe Aphoriſm of Solomon the 
Wiſe, in Prov. 29. 15. The Rod and Cor- 
reftion give Wiſdom. It uſually comes to paſs 
that CorrefFon and Inſtruttion go together. 
You ſhall find that HaA@HyATA are 
MAOHMATA, that One Nocent Docent, 
that Maturant Aſpera Mentem, and that 
Vexatio dat IntellefFum:, or as the Proverb 
of the Ancients hath it, 1» Adverſity Men 
find Eyes. You ſhall now kzow more; but 
hear of What : f 
$. The Lord reſolves to make you know # 
more, Firſ# of HIMSELF: We have | 
been miſerably deficient in the krowledge of 2? 
God, (we may fay of our ſelves, as Paul | 
of ſome) we may ſpeak, it unto our ſhame ; | 
Our Ionorance of God hath been the cauſe p 
of ours. Sins ; þ 
(eoris || 

Heu! Prima hac ſcelerum cauſaeſt mortalibus © 
Naturam neſcire Dei-—— 


And our Kzolcdze of God will be the 
effect of our $970 »s for thegz : The Lord 
1s carrying of you tato the Mifrs of a crag- 
ged Rack, and it is to make the Glory of 
is Arrributes paſs before you. When 
Joo tad gone through his weary fonths, 
| he 
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he then ſaid unto the Lord, as in. Fob, 42. 
5. Now mine Eye ſees thee! It is by Affiidti- 
| 07 that we are brought to ſee the Soveratgn- 

ty of God, and to lie before him as.Clay ir 
the Hand of the Potter ;, to ſee the Riphte- 
ouſneſs of God, and to own that he puriſh- 
eth us far leſs than our iniquities deſerve ;, to 
- Þ ſee the Holineſs of God, and to Reverence 
) | him as one that is of purer Eyes than. to be- 
: | bold Evil; toſee the Power of God, and to 
t | think, that zothing ws. t00 bard for the Lord ; 
U to ſee the Goodneſs of God, and to. find 
w || him a rewarder of them that diligently ſcek. 
'e | him; in a word, a little more Aficio 
of 4 will bring thee to ſay, Lord, 1 know thy 
ul 3 Name, and I will put my Truſt in thee. 
e: | S. The Lord reſolves to make you kzow 
ſe | more, Secondly, of his SON : What are 
7 all thoſe Affictions that make you groan ? 
ris | Truly, they are a few Chips and Splinters 
4s | of a Redeemers Crof : They are,as 'tis {aid, 
{in Col. 1.24. Thot which is behind of the Af- 
2 fiions of Chriſt ; ſome Vinegar and Gall 
the | was left by him for us to pledge him by ta- 
ord | {ting of : God will thereby make you ſen- 
ag- || fible a little of the Agories and Anguiſhes 
y of that made him to Roar, when there. were 
hen | Laid on him the Iniquities of ws all, We 
ths, | were never yet enough affected with the 
he | Kindneſs of our Lord Jetus in the dark 
- Ls C doleful 
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doleful day, when he endured the Crof,, de- 
ſpiſing the Shame which was due unto us all. 
Art thon Poor? God will have thee call to 
mind the Poverty which thy Redeemer un- 
derwent for thy ſake, the Poverty which | 
when our Lord /nventoried his Eſtate, ren- | 
dred the Sum Total of it only this, The Sor: 
of Man hath not where to lay his Head. Art | 
thou Pained 7 God will have thee mindful - 
of the ffrong Pains which thy Redeemer | 
felt, when his Fleſh was torn from his 
Bones, when from Head to Foot bloody 
Wounds and Stripes and Stabs were to be Þ 
ſeen npon him. Art thou Fearful? God | 
will have thee bear in mind, the horrible | 
Confternation which cauſed thy Redeemer ® 
to Sweat clots of Blood, tho' in a cold 7 
Night he were groveling on the cold |! 
Ground. ' Art thou Diſgraced ? God will | 
bave thee mindful of the Ignominy caſt up- | 
on thy Saviour, when he was uſed as a |; 
Traytor, as all that was Vile, and when the |: ; 
baſeſt fellow in the City was counted a ! 
better Man than he. Do thy Friends deal || 
unworthily ? Thou ſhalt then learn what | 
the Exerciſe of thy Redeemer was, when 
even thoſe of his own Family, all for ſook | 
him and fled: theſe things Afﬀiiction will | 
make us Thoughtful of,and 7 Thank ful for: And | 

_25the K tnaneſs of a Fe/ws, ” the Value of a | 
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Feſus, comesto be duly rated by ſuch means 
as theſe. The Afiied man. 1s driven to 
call every Creature, A lying Vanity, and from 
hence he comes to call a Chri#, The Pearl 
of great Price: It hath been ſaid, Unto you 
that are Believers hes Precious 5 we may add, 
He us Precious to you that are Aﬀittted alſo. 
The AfﬀiQted man finds that Gold it ſelf 
will do him no good ; whereupon a Savi- 
_ our becomes more delirable than whole 
Mountains of Ophirs Gold unto him. 

$. The Lord reſolves to make you know 
more, Thirdly, Of his W ORD. There is 
a Glorious Letter which the God of Hea- 
ven, hath ſent from the Third Heaven un- 
to the Children of Men. Fooliſh man often 
throws it by like Waſt-paper, until Aﬀicti- 
on puts him upon the due, the diligent 
{tndy of it. David that had a leſſer Bible 
than we, could ſay in Pal. 119. 23. Princes 
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Sapplication be drawn from it ; hath not 
ſeldomer been the Eaſe, than it hath been 
the Work of Afﬀlicted Men : And God will 
hereby help you, as to a better Reliſh of, 
ſo to a fuller Comment on theſe Miraculous 
Lines than once you had: The bitter Tang 
of AffiiHons will bring you to a better 
Taſte of that Book, whereof the Pſalmiſt 
could ſay, How ſweet are thy words unto my 
Taſte! A Leaf of the Bible appears (as 
to Luther) not to be parted withall for all 
thts whole World; chiefly unto thoſe whom 
Afiittion hath convinced of the Vanity and 


Vexationhere. But this 1s not all ; the beſt bp 
Expolitors of not a few Afertions in the ® 


Bible are ſome fore Afiz&10751n the World. 
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The Stars and the Scriptures are ſeen beſt in | 
a Froſty Night, The Myſteries of a Well- © 
ordered Covenant, the Meanders of a De- |. 
ceitful Heart, the worth and uſe of Great | 
and Precious promiſes, you will belt under- :. 
ſtand in your Afﬀicted Hours. Aaverſity | 


makesa Verſe of Scripture te be not like a 


Verſe of 014, as it often 1s to them that | 


are not in Trouble as other men. 


$. The Lord reſolves to make you know | 
more, Fourthly, of YOUR SELVES. ! 


The- Golden Rule, Know thy ſelf, is thar 
which our God will have us Learn, while 


we feel /bis Rod, A Wound will convince an 
, Emperonr 
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Emperour that he is « Mar. It was ſaid 
unto /ſracl in Dent. 8, 2. The Lord Hum- 
bled them, that what was mn their Hearts 
might be kzowz : God will have us to ſee 
our own Follies and be Aſhamed. God will 
have us to ſee our own Graces and be Re- 
freſhed;, and in the Furnace of Afiiction 


| we muſt undergo a Fiery Tryal in order 


thereunto. Scilicet ut Fulvum ſpeftatur in 
Iombus Aurum—— Under Affiiftion,as God 
will bring you to ſay of your ſelves, 7 have. 


, perverted that which is Right, ſo he will find 
| occaſion for you to hear him ſaying toyou, 
” Now I kyow that thou feareſt me. 


$. But where ſhall 1 ſtop? About the 


þ advancements of S:zht procured by Affirtt- 
- on, I may ſay as "about. the Inſtances of 
$ Faith, it is ſaid by the Apoſtle, The time 


would fail me to mention them: Yet let me 


; : briefly add ; By the Affidims whereof you 


: complain , 'God will bring you to Kzow 


_” ” -—— w- 
_ Rm tr 
- No 7 es a a IL 


y 


\ 


- what SIN is. You that formerly counted 


Stollen Watcrs are Sweet, ſhall now ſee Sir 


' In a truer ugher dreſs ; you ſhall ſee that 


It 15 as In Jer. 44+ 4. The abominable thing, 


. which T hate, ſaith the Lord, God will alſo 


: bring you to Know what RELIGION 
is: You that ſometimes have ſaid, 1: 1s tn 


4 wain to ſerve the Lord, ſhall now be reduced 
2-unto better Sentiments : ; you will ſoon be- 


C 3 lieve 
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lieve that in Pſal. 111. 10. The fear of the 
Lord 1s the beginning of Wiſdom. Finally, 


God will bring you to Kzow what all Sub- | 


Iunary things are. You have had your too 
bigh Thoughts in your good Times ; then your 
Song was, My Mountain 1s made ſtrong. 
God will now ſhow you what Creatures 
are, and give yau cauſe to ſay of them, 
They are all Phyſictans of no walue, and 
They are broken Ciſterns that can hold no Wa- 
ter, Well then; ſay not, Ul theſe things 
are againſt me: IT 1s 2 matchleſs Priviledge 
to be thus Taught of God, We aretold in 
Eccl. 1.18. He that mcreaſeth Knowledge, 
mncreaſetb Sorrow ; Behold, we may Inver: 
the Words, ard not Jzjmre the Truth, [n- 
creaſe of Sorrow brings increaſe of Knowledge 
with it. rn | 
Il. Thoſe things which you conclude to be 
ageinſt you, are the things by which the moſt 
High defugns to promote your YERTUE alſo. 


The intereſt of Holineſs will be marvel- ' 
jouſly befriended 1n your Souls and Lives, ' 
by the influence of AffidHon; we are told | 


in Heb. 12.10. That God chaſtens us, to | 


make us partakers of his Holineſs; 'that Ho- 
lineſs which he does bke, and which is ke 


to himfelf: Theſe Three will the Holy 


Effects of your Affiition be. . 


$. Your| 
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$. Your Affii&ions will, Firſt, Help 
your Diſorders. Your Souls are depraved 
with, or expoſed to dangerons deadly 
Diſorders and Diſtempers : By Afi&Hions yorr | 
Heavenly Father will Prevent them; by 
Afi&tions he will Redreſs them. What are 
you Afﬀiifted for ? See a ſhort and a ſweet 


- account given of this Phyſick, in 1/a. 27.9. 


By thts the iniquity of Jacob ſhall be purged, 
and all the Fruit ſhall be to take away h1s Sin, 
The firſt ways of David were his beſt ways. 
Why ſo? Truly, it was becauſe the firſt 
days of David were his worſt days: He doth 
himſelf aſſign this reaſon of it, P/al. 119.67. 
Before I was Aﬀited I went aſtray, but now 
I have kept thy word, Uſually men Sz leaſt 
when they Suffer moſt. God will have 
thy ways too to be good way:; they ſhall 
therefore be ways Hedg'd with Thorns, that 
thy Soul may not ſtep awry: Thy way 


muſt be incommoded by Thorrs, that it 


may not be over-run with Weeds. There are 
great Sins which thy wild Lufts would hur- 
ry thee on unto ; there 1s a Maarefs in thy 
Heart that would produce all manner of 
Miſchief in thy Life, if reſtraint be not 
laid upon it ; now the Iron Chains of Af- 
fuftion are clapt upon thee to keep thee 
from thy Exorbitancies. What 1s faid 
concerning the good Subjects of the Ancl- 
C 4 ent 
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ent Typical, Anttochal Perſecution, in Day. 
I 1..35- 15 to be ſaid concerning che good 
Subjc&ts of any Aflition whatſoever, They 
are Purged and made White thereby, This 
more generally; but more particularly, L 
would adg : | 

S$. Again, Your Afﬀiidtions will wean your 
Afﬀettions from the wrong Objetts of them, 
God will have yau to look upon all things 
here below with ſuch Afettions as David 
had for a Kingdom in an Exile, and to ſay, 
Tam as a weaned Child, To this end the 
Lord by Afiittons layes Wormmeod on the 
Breaſts which you have hung too much 
upon. He will cauſe Creatures ta be eur 
Grvf that they may- not be our God: Ter- 
zallian aid very true of 1dolatry, It, is _pre- | 
cipnum crlmen Humant -generts, the graud 
Crime of Mankind : Afjiu&tion mortifies that 
Rebellion ;, therefore, David,are thy Children 
cur off ; Therefore, Facob,is the Wite of thy 
Boſom ſnatched out of ii ; therefore, He- 
zekiab, is thy Tre2ſare blalied and waſted : 
It is that Idolatrous Aﬀettions may be re- 
called. 

$&. Once more ; both your Graces and. 
your Duties will be quickened by your Af- 
fliF1005. Affibtions will prove the hy han 
by the Hanging whereof upon you, ;you 
ſhall more Hooriſh like Palm-trees in the 


Court- 
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Court-yards of the Lord : Afﬀii&tons will be 
the Feer which by treading upon you, will 
make you as the Chamonl, to grow the 
more. Aftii&ions will be the Fires, which 
like Yiols, you ſhall make the better 
Muſick by being diſpoſed near unto : Af- 
flichons will be the Spurs which ſhall cauſe 
8 you to mend your pace in Running the Race 
I hich # ſet before you. Aﬀiitions-— But 
5 room for enlargement-is denyed—— In 
ſhort; God by Afﬀidtions 1s as it were 
{ pounding or grinding of his rare Spices in 
| your Souls, the ſcent of them will now 
| become very Fragrant, very Glorious. 
| We have heard in Eccl. 7. 3. By the ſadneſs 
| of the Countenance, the Heart is made better : 
. } God will make that Heart of thine very 
* Serious, very Circumſpect, very Spiritual, 
and very Heavenly by the Affidions which 
2. thou arr prone to quarrel ar. 
# Ortthen ſay not, All theſe things are avainſt 
ne; the price of theſe things is above Ru- 
| bies, Wel] faith the ſentence of the An- 
- | cient, O ſervum illum Beatum, cujus- emen- 
: w_ Deus inftat, & cut dipnatur ( fic ) 
L Flraſci. 
IH. The moſt Highdeſigns likewiſe bythe Af 
s | fictions to promote your HEAVEN forevermore, 
The Speech of the Apoſtle to this pur- 
poſe is very Emphatical, 2 Cor.:4. 17. 
| Our 
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Our light Affliction here, which is but for a 
Moment works for us a far more Exceeding and 
Eternal wetght of Glory. . O ſurprizing con- 
nexion! Light Afiittions work a Weight of ' 
Glory! Afuittions for a Moment work a Glory . 
Eternal; and this Glory ſhall be a far more 
Exceeding Glory; or, as the Original inti- 
mates, a Glory which no Hyperbole upon 
Hyperbole can give a too Glorious Cha- Þ 
rater of! Your Affiions do prepare you Þ 
for, tho' they do not purchaſe for you, the | 
Glories of the World to come, The He- | 
brew word for Glory ſignifies the ſame that þ 
your own ſenſe of Afﬀiittion feels,, a Weigh- 
ty thing. Well, from the one Ieight you I 
ſhall paſs to the other. Your Crown of | 
Thorns will ſhortly be turned into a Crown 
of Glory, a Weighty, a Maſſy, a never- | 
fading Crown. A Roman Emperour once | 
rewarded one that wore an Tron Chain ina & | 
Priſon for his ſake, with a Golden Cham as | 
heavy in a Preferment afterward : Such, 
and more than ſach at laſt will be thy re. | P; 
licity. Art thon Affited ? Be aſſured, | 
Dolor hic tibi proderit olim. After thy | b 
Sowing time in Tears, thou ſhalt have a * 
Reapino time in Foy; after thy Bread of 
Adverſi, ty, thou ſhalt come to Ear of the 
Tree of 7 in the midſt of the Paradiſe of 
God; after thy Water of Affliction , thou 
ſhalt | 


k 
F 


'® of Reſt, and there all thy former Dif- 
 ® ficulties will but ſweeten the Times of Re- 


| fore you. In ſo many Scriptures you ſhall 


| Conſolations. | 


jr 
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ſhalt come to Drink of the River of Plea- 
| ſures at Gods right Hand for evermore, Let 
. me ſay to thee as the Martyr to hisFriend, 
Thy Affutiun will ſcour and rub thee bright. 
that thou mayſt be fit ro be ſet upon an high 
Shelf in Heaven for ever: or, let meſay to 
thee as the Martyr to himſelf, Hold our 
Faith and Patience, Heaven will quickly make 
EF amends for all. Thou ſhalt have the more, 
” of Heaven for all thy paſt Heavineſs; thou 
7 ſhalt e're long be received into the place 


{ freſhing which now come from the Preſence 
7 of the Lord. | 
: Say now, O Believer, : Are all theſe 
3 things Againſt thee ? O what things can 
3 be for thy Good, if theſe are not ſo ? Sir 
= down then, and whatever thy Affidions 
= are, let theſe words of the Lord Jeſus al- 
7 lay thy Storms. Do not now practically 
2 ſay, Theſe Conſolations- of God are ſmall : 
3 Behold, thou art furniſhed with frong 
Counſels. 0. | 
But that you may be able to apply theſe 


Conſolations unto good purpoſe, under Af- 
fliftion there are ſome Conr/els to be ſet he- 


there- 
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therefore have ſo many. Cournſels; they 
will be both beſt Kecerved and beſt Remem- 
bred if they come unto you with a, Toe 
ſaith the Lord. 


The: Firſt Conuſel proper for. 1 you, 
is intimated in 


Eph. 1. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us 


with all Spiritual bleſſings in Heavenly matters 
in Chriſt. 


Count Spiritual Bleſſings the moſt Deſira- 
ble Bleſſings. A ſufferer ſhould be a Solomon ; 
under Affittion be of his temper who in 
2 Chron. 1. 5. counted Wiſdom- preferra- 
ble to. Riches and Honours. and Life it ſelf. 
Count an Acquaintance with God , that 
thing by which Good will come unto you ; 
then you will. not count Affi#ions from 
God, the thing which is Againſt you. On 
one lide, be ſure to judge fo, [f 1 bſe in 
T emporal; and get in Spirituals, I am an 4- 
bundant Gainer, Be {ure to judge ſo on the 
other ſide, If 7 loſe in Spirituals and get in 
Temporals, it certainly fares very Ill. with me. 
Souls, let SIN be the only thing of which 
you will abſolutely ſay, It is Apainſt me: 
But of every thing which makes yon 
more conformed unto Jeſus Chriſt, ſay, 


p] 
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 Thisis for me : O ſay, This is allmy Salvation, 
and all my Deſire. 


The Second Connſel pertaining to 
you, is expreſſed in 


| Jam.5. 13. Is any among you Afﬀted? 
| Let him Pray. | | 


1 Artime of 4fii&10 ſhould tbe a time of. 
1 Supplication, It was the Precept of a good. 
4 God, in Pſal. 50. 15. Call apon me in the 
| day of Trouble : And it was the Purpoſe of a 
1 good: Man, in Pſal. 86.7. Lord, In the 
$ day of my Trouble, I will call upon thee. Has 
fl any remarkable Afidtio befallen thee ? 
| I would ſeriouſly ask, Was nor the Spirit of 
i Prayer abated 1m thee before that Afﬀiiciion 
came? Let me then a little alter the words. 
of Deborah, and ſay, Awake, awake, O Soul, 
awake ,awakz,and utter a Prayer. The Title of 
the Hundred and ſecond Pſalm ſhowes the 
Duty of all Aﬀlifted men ; there ſhould be, 
A Prayer made by the Aﬀitted when he is 
overwhelmed, and he ſhould pour out his com- 
plant before the Lord. It was a very wiſe 
propoſal of Ehphaz, in Fob 5.6, 8. Afﬀtts- 
ou comes uot forth of the Duſt, nor doth Trou- 
ble ſpring ont of the Ground : It may be thou 
haſt loſt a deſirable piece of D#f, it may 
be one of thy Delights 1s *pat into. the 


Ground: © 
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Ground: O look up, look above Chance, 
look beyond all /ccond Cauſes : 'tis added, 
1 would ſeek unto God; the moſt adviſable 
thing inthe World! We are in Affi&tion 
prone to make ſad complzints unto our 
Fellow-worms ; unto them we ſay, O my 
Dead Infant! or, O my Loſt Eſtate! But 
Fob found cauſe to ſay, in ch. 21.4. 1s my , 
complaint to Man? If it were ſo, Why ſhould | 
not my Spirit be Troubled ? Then let-us not 
keep ſaying, Have pity on me, O ye my | 
Friends : But inſtead thereof let us be fay- * 
ing, The Lord be Merciful unto me a Sinner ! | 
Do's not thy Affi&#on put thee upon more | 
- Prayer than thou didſt uſe before ? It is a | 
ſad ſign that the Sower Cup arrives unto | 
thee, ſpiced with the dreadful Vengeance { 
of God upon thy Soul. An Affidion will | 
neither come in Mercy, nor go 1n Mercy, | 
if much Prayer do not accompany it. In ;; 
Afﬀfiiction, Pray.much. As ſoon as ever any | 
AffiiFion befalls us, the Firſt thing we 
do, ſhould be to fall down upon our 
knees, to cry mightily unto the Lord that | 
his Grace may be Szffictene for us. And ſtill, | 
as long as Gods hand is Lying in Tryals 
upon us, oar hand ſhould be lifted in Pray- | 
ers unto God. We ſhould Pray that our | 
Affiictton may be Moderated, that onr Af- | 
fiction may be Sanctified, that our Affiiction 
may 
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may be Removed. The Pious Hamah of 
old found Prayer to be an Heart-eaſe. Let 
this be your good Character, your good 
Carriage, Lord, tn Trouble have they viſited 
1 thee, and poured out a Prayer when thy Chaſten- 
ing was up0?2 them. | 


The Third Connſe! which you are 
to follow, is declared in 


Job 34. 31. Surely, it 7s meet to be ſaid 
unto God, I have born Chafiiſemcat, I will not 
offend any more. 


Repentance of Sin ſhould be the effe&t of 
Affiiction on Men. The End of every Af- 
fiction in Sum, 1s the ſame that the End of 
every Mercy is; we may ſay of it, as in 
Rom. 2.. 4. O man, it leads thee to Repentance, 
God ſpoke by his Tex Fudgments unto Epypr, 
as well as by his Ten Commandments unto 
Iſrael. Every Affiiction cries this in our 
Ears, O Repent, Reform, Return 10 him that 
Smitesthee, Weread of a gracious perſon, 
who upon having a Child taken away by 

| Death, ſaid in 1 King. 17.18. Hy ſms are 
| brought unto Remembrance. This is that which 
perhaps all thy S:ckreſs, all thy Reproach, 

| all thy Poverty, and all thy Bereauments 
| are ſent upon; God would have thee to 
remember ſome $'z with Grief and Shame, 
and 
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and Wherein thou haft done Iniquity, to do it 
210 more. It was a black brand ſet upon a 
bad Man, in 2 Chron. 28. 22. In the time of 
bs Diſtreſs, did he Treſpaſs yet more againſt 
the Lord. Shall God Prune thee and Cut 
thee, and no good Fruit be found upon thee 
after all ? Shall God Prick thee and Lance 
thee, and all thy bad Blood be {till run- 
ning in thy Veins? Then indeed, theſe 
things are Againſt thee. Feroboam's wither- 
ed Hand was Azainſt him, becauſe it recti- 
fy'd not his naughty Heart. There hard- 
ly ever was a more lamentable ſight in this 
| World, than, A Thief on a Croſs continu- 
ins to diſhonour the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Art 
thou Afficted? Then take the courſe 
which the Church propounded in Lam. 3, 
40. Let us ſearch and tryour ways. Onow, 
Firſt Petition thy God ; Lord, (hew me 
wherefore thou contendeſt with me ! And then } 
Examine thy ſelf, Wheretw have I tranſ-. 
greſſed andexceeded? Endeavour to find out | 
what Controverſic there may be between | 
God and Thee; let thy impartial Coz- | 
ſcience, the Preacher in thy Boſom, inform | 
thee, Whether thou haſt not Overvalzed, 
or Undervalucd the things which thy Af- 
fliction 1s in the privation of ; Whether than 
haſt not injuriouſly procured unto ſome 
other perſon, an Affiiction like that which 
| thou 
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thou thy ſelf now Smarteſt under; or 


Whether no Circumſtance of thy Affiction, 
as the Time of it, the Place of it, do loud- 


| ly proclaim Gods quarrel in it. Enquire 
J thus, and immediately comply with what 


the Lord ſhall Require. Let thy Dead 
Friends cauſe thee to Repent of thy Dead 
works; thou Mourneſt over a loft Child, or 
a loſt Name; O be concerned about a Joſt 
Soul that is lodging in thee. Ask thy ſelf, 
What have my paſt Behaviours been? And 
ask, What ſhould my future Deportment. be ? 


| Bewail now, and Amend all thy miſcarria- 
| ges in the ſight of God. We are very 


ready to fall out with Creatures when any 


# thing happens amiſs unto us: "But O 
* ſpend all thy Paſſio» and all thy Indig- 
! nation here. Thou mayſt look upon thy 
s Sims, and Curſe. them as the Authors of 


all thy Sorrows. O look upon Si and 


- | fay, Have I found thee, O mine Enemy ; 


Man , loath now, and .leave every Sin. 


! 'Twas that Smthat kill'd thy Child; ?Twas 
| that Si that burnt thy Zouſe, that ſunk 
| thy Ship, that robb'd thee of thy Delights : 
| Never after this be at peace with that miſ- 


chievous* Monſter, $17. 
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every Afiition ſaith unto us, as 


Elind unto Eglon, I have a Meſſave © 


to thee from God; we have ſpe- 

cifty'd in 

Job. 13. 15. Tho' he ſlay me, yet will I 
truſt in him. 


| 


The Fourth Counſel, big with which ,. 


An Holy Reſolution for God is to be main- | 


tained under every Affiction from God. 


Afﬀfctions will not be Againſt us, if we Re- / 
ſolve under them to be ſtill For him from ! 


whom they come. To lay aſide no Devo- ® 


tons for all Affictions, to ſerve a Smiting 


God as well as a Smiling God, to ſeek a # 
God that is Frowning on us, as well as a ! 
God that is Owning of us, this will argue, þ 
An Iſraclite indeed. We ſhould after all F 
oar Affiictions be ſtill able to make that | 
Appeal antothe Lord, in Pſal.q4. 17,18. Al F 
this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten | 
thee, OLord. Reſolve never to Renounce ' 
the Truths of God, Reſolve never to De- ; 
{ert the Ways of Ged, whatever your Af- | 
fultions are ; 1till, With full purpoſe of Heart | 
cleave unto the Lord. In Reſolutions for God, | 
O be like an 7ron Pillar, and a Braſen Wall, | 


that cannot be prevailed againit. 


Reſolve 
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Reſolve to be Holy tho'the Wrath of Mar 


would moleſt you, tor it. Suppole a wick- ' 
ed World ſhould Abuſe you and Oppreſs 


1 you, yet ſay with Joſhua, I and my Houſe 


will ſerve the Lord, Gontinue Sacrificing 
to, and Pleaſing of your God, tho' Cains 
bloody Club ſhould be Cud celling of you. 
Reſolve to be Holy, tho' the Hand of 
God ſhould diſtreſs you in it. When you feel 
the Diſcouragements of the Narrow way, 


| fill ay with Paw, None of theſe things 


move me, Suppoſe God ſhould: inflict the 
ſtroke of his Diſpleaſure on your owward 
Man, ſtill ſay, Tho' my Life ſhould be con- 


rinually worn away with pinig Sickneſs, yet 


4 to me to Live it ſhall be Chriſt. Still ſay, 


Tho' my Name ſhould im the Reproach of the 
Drunkard have Cart-loads of Mud thrown 
upon it, yet will I labour all 1 can to honour 
the Name of God. Still ſay, Tho I am Re- 
duced to be among the Poor % this World, 


yer will I ſiudy to be Rich mm Good Vorks. 


And ſtill "wa Tho I cannot have my Chil- 
dren ke Olive-plants about my 1able, yet 
will I endeavour to be my ſelf a Dutiful Child 
of God, and as a Fruitful Olive-tree in the 
Courts of the Lord, Once more ; Suppoſe 
God ſhould withdraw the light. of his 
Countenance from your #ward Mar ; till 

"TN {ay, 
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iay, The Lord ſhall be my God, my God, 

even when he forſaketh me. Still ſay, 7 

will fear the Lord and obey his Voice, tho 
T walkin Darkneſs, and ſhall ſee no Light. 
Happy 1s the Affieted Man, thart 1s a thus 
Reſolved Man. The followers of theſe 
Connfels may boldly and ſafely lay claim 
to all the Comforts which have this day 
been ſet before the Heirs of Conſ0lation. 


The ſpecial Caſe. 


at there 1s a more ſpectal Exhortation 
| fo be preſſed ,, which may give a Period 
unto this Diſcourſe. 


Let not the loſs of Children a. 
a thins Againſt us, cauſe 1n us any wrregu- 
lar Diſcompoſures. 


The loſs of Children, did I ſay ? Nay, | 


let me recal ſo harſh a Word ; the Cara- 


chreſis isa little too, hard for the Language | 
of a Chriſtian. The Children which we VF 


count Loſt, are not ſo. The Dearth of our Þ 
Children 1s not the Lof of our Children; þ - 


when all the Loſſts of Fob were made up 
with Doublings, yer the Number of his 
© buldi ca need not be doubled, in the Re- 
ſtoration, 
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ſtoration. Our Children are not Loſe, 
but gtver back, they are not Loft, but ſent 
before. In ſuch a Dialect have the Sager 
Heathen ſometimes talked of this AffliCti- 
on; and ſhall the profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity, with bitter Groans enter this among 
their Lofſes, My Children are Dead! O 
tell It not at Athens, publiſh it not aT 
Rome ; leſt the Heathen Philoſophers hiſs 
at our weakneſs, at our Folly ! 

Well, this is the Calamity which many 
of you at ſome time or other have expe- 
rience of; The Death of Childrca, this 1s 
a thing which the Children of Facob ſel- 
dome eſcape a reſemblance of their Fa- 


'Þ. therin. Many carry themſelves under the 


tryal, as1f, A Death of Vertuc, yea as it, 
A Death of Reaſon, had therewithal be- 
fallen them ; but recolleC& your. ſelves, O 
acjetted Chriſtians, and be not like them 
that Mourn without Hope this day. Let 
Bereaved Parents be yet Believins Parents; 
the Voice of the great God that formed all 
things 1s unto them that in Fer. 31. 16, Re- 


frain thy Voice from Weeping, and thine Eyes 


from Tears, for thy Work ſhall be Rewarded, 
faith the Lord. 


Let the Thoughts which have been this 
day tendered unto our Improvement, glo- 
£34 rioaſly 
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riouſly compoſe and ſettle our Royled 
minds under this Afﬀiction. Let us not 
iay, Thr thing is Againſt us ; but let us ſay, 
The Lord that hath oven bath alſo taken away, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord. It is indeed 
very true, That this Affliction is none of 
the molt eaſie to be bor n; the Heart of a 
Parent will have peculiar Paſſions working 
in it, and racking of it, at ſuch a time as 
this. Tho there be grearer Sorrows than 
thoſe with which we follow a Child unto 
the Grave; I bleſs God, it 1s a more bit- 
ter thing m lay, My Sin is mighty, or to 
\ay, My Soul ts guilty, than 1t is to fay, 
My Child is Dead; that moan, 1 havepierc- 
ed my Saviour , 18 more Heart: -wounding 
than to Aourn as one mourneth for a Firſt- 
born. Yet tew outward Errthiy Angniſhes 
are equal nnto theſe. The Dying of 4a 
Child 1s like the 7Tearins off a Limb, unto 
us. Bur, O remember, That if ever we 
had any Grace in ovr Souls, we have ere 
this willingly plack'd ont a Rizhe Eye, 
and cut. off a Kight Hand, for the fake of 
God. Why ſhould we nor then at the Call 
of God readily part with a Zimb, and 
leave Him room to ſay, Now I know that 
thou feareſt mie, becauſe thou haſt not mith- 
beld thy Child when 1 called for it ! It was 
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from God that we did Receive thoſe dea” 
Pledges our Children, and it is to God that 
we Return them. We cannot quarrel with 
our God, if about thoſe Loars he ſay un- 


| fo us, Give them up, you have had them 


long enough ! We knew what they were, 
when firſt we took them into our Arms : 
We knew that they were Porſherds, that 
they were Mortals, that the Worms which 
uſually do k1/ them, or at leaſt will eat 
them, are but their Names-/akes, and that 
a Dead Child is a ſight no more ſurpri- 
zing than a broken Pitcher, or a blaſted 
Flower. 

But we did not, we do not know, What 
they might be, in caſe they were con- 
tinued among the Living on the Earth: 
We cannot tell whether our . Sozs would 
prove as Plants grown up m thaur Youth, 
and our Daughters as Corner-ſtones poliſhed 
after the ſumilitude of a Palace ;, or,, whether 
our Sons might not, like 1/aac's Son, dg 
thoſe things that would be a grief of Mind 
unto us, and our Daughters like Fephta's 
Daughter, be of them that Trouble ws, Chri- 
ſtians, let us be content that our wiſe and 
good God ſhould Carve our Portion for 
us ; he will appoint us none but a goodly 
Heritage, Our Temgation 1s no more than 
| Dr 4 what 
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what is common to Men, yea, and to good 
Men. The biggeſt part of thoſe Humane 
Spirits that are now beholding the Face of 
God in Glory, are ſuch as dwelt in the 
Children of Pious people, departed in 
their Infancy. And what have we to ſay, 
why we ſhould not undergo it as well as 
they ! Was the Infant whoſe Deceaſe we 
do deplore, onethat was very Pretty, one 
that had pretty Features, pretty Specehes, 
pretty Attions ? Well, at the Reſurrection of | 
the Fuſt we ſhall ſee the dear Lambs again ; 
_ the Lord Jeſus will deal with cur dead 
Children as the Prophets. Elyjah and Eliſha 
did by thoſe whom they Raiſed of Old; 

he will bring them to us, recovered from 
the pale Jawsof Death; and how Amiable, 


how Beautiful, how Comely they wall then þ 


be, no Tongue 15 able to expreſs , 


Heart concetv e. 1ho their Beauty hs. _ 


ſume in the Grave, yet it ſhall be Reſtored, 
. It ſhall be Advanced, when they ſhall put 
off their Bea.- cloths 1 IN the Morning of the 


day of God. Again, Was the Infant now | 


— 


jamented,, very Tudderiy {natch'd away? Þ 
and per haps Awfully too! not meerly by | 
a Convulfion, but by Scalding, by Burning, | 
. by Drowning, by Shooring, by Stabbing, or |þ 


by lore unuſual Harmn * ? Truly, it is often 


ſo, 
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| Birth,gghe ſenſe ot thy Soul 1s, Gre Feſzrs 
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ſo, that the quicker the Death, the berrer. 


Tt is more deſirable for our Children to 


feel but a few Minutes of Pain, than it 1s 
for them to lye Groaning in thoſe exqul- 
ſite Agonies which would cauſe us even 
our ſelves to wiſh that the Lord would 
take them out of their Mifery. As for 
any more grievous and ſignal circumſtance 
attending of our Dying Children, our beſt 
courſe will be to have it ſaid of us, 
They ceaſed, ſaying, The Will of the Lord 
be done! As the Love or Wrath of God 
is not certainly declared in, ſo, our Grief 
before him ſhould not be too much avg- 
mented by ſuch things as theſe. And it 
is a favour, 1if ſo much as one of our 
Children be left alive unto us. Let not 
the ſenſe of oze Trouble ſwallow up the 


' ſenſe of a Thouſand Mercies, The Mother 


from whom a violent Death has taken one 
of her two Children, may immediately 
Embrace the other and ſay, Bleſſed be 
God that has left methis! But once more, 
Is the gone 1nfant an caly Child ? Are we 


| nobv ready to ſigh, All :s zoze! Nay, Thou 


haſt but a poor All, if this were All. I 
hope, thy only Child is rot thy only Foy. 
If thou haſt ever paſſed through the New 


5 
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s worth Ten Children, yea, One Chriſt ts 
worth Ten Worlds, What tho' all thy 
Candles are put out! The Sr, the Swz 
of Righteouſneſs 1s ariſing to thy Soul for 

ever. An undone Man art thou indeed ! 
that haſt thy little Glaſs of Water ſpil'd 
or ſpoild, while thou haſt a Fountazy, 
a Living Fountain running by thy Door! 
The blefſled God calls thee, My Child; 
and that ts infinitely better than, A Name 
of Sons and of Dangers. 

Finally , Have we any Donbts about 
the Eternal Salvation of the Children 


which we have Buried out of our fight ? 
Indeed, as to grown Children, there is | 
oiten too ſad cauſe of ſuſpicion or 1fo- |; 
licitude; and yet here, the Soveraion dif- | 


poſals of God muſt be ſubmitted” unto. 

Beſides, Tho it may be, we could not 
ſee ſuch plain 2arks and. Signs of Grace 
in our Adult Children as we could have 
wiſhed for, nevertheleſs they might have 
the Root of the matter in them. There are 
many Serious, Gracions, Well-inclined 
young People, who conceal from every 
body , the Evidences of their Repertarce, 
the Inſtances of their Devorzon. You can- 
Not. teil what the Lord did for the Souls 


of your poor Children before & took 
| them 
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| them out of the World. Perhaps they 

| ſought, they found Mercy, berween the Stir- 

| rp and the Ground, The Child of a God- 

{ ly Pzrent, is not to be deſpaired of, tho 

1 turned off the Gallows. | 

But as to young Children, the Fear of 

God will take away all matter of Scruple 

in the Owners of them. - Parents, Can 

' you not fincerely ſay, That you have 

| given, as your ſelves, ſo your Children, 

| - unto God in a Covenant never to be for- 
||} -orren? Can you not fincerely ſay, That 
' # you have choſen God in Chritt for the 
4} Beſt Portion, as of your ſelves, ſo of your 
* Children? Anſwer to this : If your Chil- 
3 dren had been ſpard unto you, would 
# it not have been your care to have 
' | brought them up in the Nurtare and Ad- 
LB monitton of the Lord? Would-you not 
> || have uſed all Prayers and Pains to have 
” | engaged them unto the Service of the 
v1 Living God, and unto a juſt prejudice 
J { againſt all the vile Idols and vain cour- 
| ſes of the World? Then, be of good 
)J | cheer: Your Children are in a better 
*2 | place, 2 better ſtate, than you your ſelves 
1” | are yet arriv'd unto. The Faithful God 
4 had promiſed, 1 will be their God, as well 
TJ. a thy God, O fay, This is all my Deſire, 
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tho the Lord ſuffer not my Houſe to grow. 
Thoſe dear Children are gone from your 
kind Arms into the ſweet Boſom of Je- 
ſus, and this is, by far the beſt of all. 
To have Children this Day in Heaven ! Tru- 
ly this is an Honour which neither you 
nor I are worthy of. But ſo it is; The 


Kino of Kinos hath ſent for our Chil-. 


dren to conferr a Kingdom on them. 
They are gone from a dark Vale of Sir 
and Shame; They are gone into the Land 
of Light and Life and Love ; there, they 
are with the ſpirits of uſt men made per- 
fet# ;, there they. ſerve the Lord Day and 
Nizht ia His Temple, having all " Tears 
wiped from their Eyes; and irom thence 
methinks, L hear them crying aloud un- 
to ns, As well as you love us, we would 
nor be with you again ;, weep not for 2s, but 
for your ſelves; and count not your ſelves 
at Home till you come to be, as We, for 
ever with the Lord. 


[ have done. The fit Epitaph of a 


Dead Infant, That, That alone is enough 
to be the Solxce of a Sad Parent, 


Of fuch #5 the Kingdom of Heaven, 


FINTS. 


þ 
# 


» = ad. — 
- ORE RA SET on. es © > f > OY 2 9 - F 


Extract of a Letter. 


Weſifiela, 14". 6 M. 1686. 


*©7F Am ſorry to hear that God hath 
© | laid you under that Exerciſe you 
** ſpake of in your firſt Letter, in the 
* Death of Children. But if Heatheniſh 


K © Men could take their little Babes and 


© burn them in the red Fire, in Love 
*and Honour to their Idol-God.,, the 
* Devil; how ſhould we who have Hope 
” Mi. Gdd,, bluſh at the leaſt Heart-r1- 
« lings. againſt ſuch Determinations as 


" | © are made by his all-diſpoling Provi- 

& © dence, whereby he picks and chooſes 

| ©* what Flowers pleaſe him beſt. We 
* have nothing too ſweet for Him. 


** I ſometimes have been refreſh'd in 
'* like Cafes by ſuch Thoughts as theſe : 


£2 S Fiz. 


| [ pauſing on't, this ſweet refreſh*d my thought, 
| Chriſt would in Glory have a Flower ſweer, 


prime, 
And havins Choice , choſe this my branch 
forth brought : | 
Lord tak't : 1 thank, Thee, Thou tak'ſt ought 


"of mine, It 


Tt 3s my Pledge in Glory : Part of me 
Is glorifid in it, now,- Lord, with Thee. 


Grief or'e wonld flow, and Nature fault would | 
bb 


Were not thy Will my Spell, Charm, Foy and | 
Gem ; | 
That * 1 ſaid, 1 ſay, Take Lord, theyre 
thine : | | 

I picce-meal paſs to Glory doe 3n them. 
T1 joy, may I ſweet flowers for Glory breed; | 
Whether Thou ogetr(t them freſh, or lett't Þ 
them ſeed. | 
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